
 
  Fitzharrys School 

Northcourt Road 
Abingdon 

OX14 1NP 
 

  Tel: 01235 520698 
Email: office.4127@fitzharrys.oxon.sch.uk 

 
Head of School: Mr W Speke, BA (Hons) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Fitzharrys School is part of the Abingdon Learning Trust.  

Abingdon Learning Trust is an exempt charity and a company limited by guarantee. 
Registered in England and Wales.  Company No. 7931886 

Registered Office: Abingdon Learning Trust, Hendred Way, Abingdon.  OX14 2AW 
 

March 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION 
We are writing to you to invite you to stand as a parent governor, or nominate another parent to do so. In our 
school we have provision for two parent governors and there is currently one vacancy. 
 
The governing body, with the headteacher, has overall responsibility for the running of the school. Governing 
bodies have three core strategic functions: 

• Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction; 

• Holding the headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils; and 

• Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent. 

 
No special qualifications are needed and the most important thing is to have a keen interest in the school and 
be prepared to play an active part in the governing body’s work. However, we would particularly welcome 
nominations from parents with an interest in educational performance and skills in teaching and learning and/or 
data analysis and interpretation. Training is available for all governors and this governing body has an 
expectation that those new to being a governor attend free induction training. 
 
The enclosed sheet summarises the circumstances under which someone cannot serve as a governor. In 
addition, parents/carers who have paid employment in the school for 500 or more hours per academic year or 
who are elected members of the Local Authority, are not eligible to stand in these elections. Nominations must 
be from parents or carers with children at the school on the day that nominations close. 
 
If you would like to stand, please complete the enclosed nomination form and return it to the school, no later 
than 4th April 2022.  You may also include a short personal statement to support your nomination, which should 
be no longer than 250 words. Self-nominations will be accepted, but if you are nominating another parent, 
please seek their prior consent.  If there are more nominations than vacancies, the election will be by secret 
ballot. If that is necessary, voting papers will be sent to all parents together with details of the ballot procedure. 
Nomination forms can be returned to the Rob Barron the clerk at clerk@abingdonlearningtrust.org or in hard 
copy to the school reception. 
 
If you would like to find out more about being a governor at Fitzharrys please email 
clerk@abingdonlearningtrust.org , we can also arrange for you to speak to an existing governor to find out what 
it is like working on the governing body. 
 
Yours faithfully,  

                        
Sam Gosling      Will Speke 
Chair of Governors    Head of School  
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Election of parent governors 
 
Please enter IN BLOCK LETTERS the name and address of the person being nominated for 
election: 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature of person nominated: ________________________________________________ 
 
Signature of proposer (if different to nominee): ____________________________________ 
 
Name and address in BLOCK letters of proposer (if different to nominee): 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Personal Statement (maximum 250 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wish to submit my nomination for the election of parent governor. 

I confirm (i) that I am willing to stand as a candidate for election as a parent governor and (ii) 
that I am not disqualified from holding office for any of the reasons set out in the School 
Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2012. 

Signature…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Date………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Completed nomination forms must be returned to the clerk@abingdonlearningtrust.org or the 
school reception by 4th April 2022 
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DEFINITION OF A PARENT   
(The Education Act 1996: Section 576 defines “Parent” to include): 

 all natural parents, whether they are married or not; and 

 any person who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility for a child or 
young person; and any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child or 
young person 

(The Education Act 1996: Section 576 (1), (3) and (4), read together with the Education Act 
2002: Section 212(2), gives a definition of “parent”) 

 “Parent” is defined for the purposes of the Constitution Regulations as including “any 
individual who has or has had parental responsibility for, or cares or has cared for, a child 
or young person under the age of 18”.  

 It includes a person who the child lives with and who looks after the child, irrespective of 
what their relationship is with the child. The reference in the definition must be to someone 
involved in the full-time care of the child on a settled basis. 

 Parents who work at the school for 500 hours or more in any twelve-month period – in 
practice this means any parent who is paid to work more than 12.5 hours per week at the 
school - are not eligible to be parent governors but they are eligible to vote in parent 
governor elections. 

 
QUALIFICATIONS AND DISQUALIFICATIONS 

Governors and Associate Members 
 

Schedule 6 of the Constitution Regulations covers the qualifications and disqualifications of 
governors.  

• A governor must be aged 18 or over at the time of his or her election or appointment 
and cannot be a registered pupil at the school.  This does not relate to associate 
members. 

• A person cannot hold more than one governorship at the same school. 
  
A person is disqualified from holding or from continuing to hold office as a governor or 
associate member if he or she:  

• fails to attend the governing body meetings – without the consent of the governing 
body – for a continuous period of six months, beginning with the date of the first 
meeting missed (not applicable to ex officio governors);  

• is subject to a bankruptcy restriction order, an interim bankruptcy restriction order, a 
debt relief order or an interim debt relief order;  

• has had his or her estate sequestrated and the sequestration order has not been 
discharged, annulled or reduced;  

• is subject to:  
i) a disqualification order or disqualification undertaking under the Company 

Directors Disqualification Act 1986  
ii) a disqualification order under Part 2 of the Companies (Northern Ireland) Order 

1989  
iii) a disqualification undertaking accepted under the Company Directors 

Disqualification (Northern Ireland) Order 2002  
iv) an order made under Section 429(2)(b) of the Insolvency Act 1986 (failure to pay 

under a County Court administration order);  

• has been removed from the office of charity trustee or trustee for a charity by the 
Charity Commissioners or High Court on grounds of any misconduct or 
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mismanagement, or under Section 34 of the Charities and Trustees Investment 
(Scotland) Act 2005 from participating in the management or control of anybody;  

• is included in the list of people considered by the Secretary of State as unsuitable to 
work with children;  

• is disqualified from working with children or subject to a direction under Section 142 
of the Education Act 2002;  

• is disqualified from registration for childminding or providing day care;  

• is disqualified from registration under Part 3 of the Childcare Act 2006;  

• has received a sentence of imprisonment (whether suspended or not) for a period of 
not less than three months (without the option of a fine) in the five years before 
becoming a governor or since becoming a governor;  

• has received a prison sentence of two-and-a-half years or more in the 20 years 
before becoming a governor;  

• has at any time received a prison sentence of five years or more;  

• has been fined for causing a nuisance or disturbance on school premises during the 
five years prior to or since appointment or election as a governor;  

• refuses to allow an application to the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) - formerly 
the Criminal Records Bureau- for an appropriate DBS check.  

 
A governor must not also be a clerk to the governing body at which he or she is a governor. 
 
For further details of the relevant legislation please contact the Clerk to the Governors, Mr R 
Barron (clerk@abingdonlearningtrust.org ). 
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