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9 September 2022 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
As we reach the end of the first week back, I am pleased to share with you the fantastic start that 
students have made to the new academic year.  Our new year 7 students have done brilliantly as they 
have met their teachers, engaged with their lessons, and navigated their way around the school. 
Years 8 to 11 have also returned with an excellent focus on their learning.  It has been a pleasure to 
see students working so well in lessons, and welcoming new staff and students to the school.  
 
Year 12 and 13 students have also started the new academic year as part of JMF6.  Year 12 students 
begin their A levels with a foundation of a fantastic set of GCSE results. These results were a record 
for the school, and rich reward for students, parents, and staff.  86% of students received a grade 4 or 
higher in English and Maths, while 63% received a grade 5 or higher in Maths and English. The 
success was similar across all subjects; it was an absolute pleasure to see the students open their 
results and celebrate the success they deserved.  We wish them all well as they move onto college, 
apprenticeships, and JMF6.  It was a similar picture at A level, with JMF6 students doing brilliantly. 
We wish them well as they head off to university, employment, and apprenticeships.  A summary of 
the results can be found at Exam Results - Fitzharrys School 
 
These outcomes were down to the hard work of our students, the support of families, and the expert 
teaching and guidance provided by staff. They represent a tangible outcome for the way all members 
of the school community have lived our values of Aspiration, Opportunity, and Integrity. Teachers 
have worked superbly to ensure high quality teaching that enhances Aspiration.  Opportunities in the 
classroom, and outside of it, have allowed students to learn skills and knowledge, while a focus on 
integrity has meant that behaviour, empathy, and resilience have been at the forefront of actions in 
school. 
 
We look forward to building on these results as the school grows and develops further.  Over the 
summer, site work has meant that new screens have been installed in Maths, Humanities, Computing 
and Art classrooms. The basketball court fencing has been replaced, alongside enhancement of key 
classrooms and communal areas.  Into this positive learning environment, we welcome 11 new 
members of staff in both teaching and support staff roles. This includes some new members of the 
Senior Leadership Team, with Mrs Wileman joining as Deputy Head, Mr Davies as Assistant Head – 
personal development, and Ms Preston as Assistant Head – Director of JMF6.  A full list of staff can 
be found at Staff - Fitzharrys School 
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As we move further into term one, we will be in touch about events in school. This includes open 
evening on the 29th September, meet the tutor evening for year 7 parents, clubs, Duke of Edinburgh 
expeditions, Humanities trips and other opportunities.  Our school calendar has a summary of key 
dates and events Events Calendar - Fitzharrys School 
 
We will also be in touch via EPraise and My Child at School where appropriate.  We are aware of 
some technical issues that have prevented new year 7 parents from accessing EPraise.  Apologies 
for this, but it is in hand and should be resolved very soon. 
 
Please can I also remind you of our standards and expectations for uniform, as outlined in the uniform 
policy Uniform - Fitzharrys School  
 
If there are any queries around this, then please do contact the school via your child’s tutor.  I would 
also like to take this opportunity to remind you of our second-hand uniform shop which can be 
accessed by contacting the school office. 
 
Lastly, Fitzharrys School is deeply saddened by the passing of Queen Elizabeth II.  We send our 
condolences to the Royal family and the millions who she inspired, supported, and served.  Fitzharrys 
will be marking this sad event and commemorating her life over the coming days.  We will let you 
know about how the period of national mourning and the funeral will impact on the school as and 
when we receive further guidance from the government. 
 
As ever, thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Will Speke 
Headteacher 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjmhv-rt_7dAhUPzKQKHdfHBGcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://gillotts.oxon.sch.uk/about-the-school/welcome/&psig=AOvVaw0UBp7WvVksKH5agnqYMmAy&ust=1539348814301118
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiwn_qruv7dAhWLsKQKHdbHAYAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.otsa.org.uk/resources/otsa-logos/&psig=AOvVaw1_W9cmNqLRZNQwYts5A1lT&ust=1539349612719968
https://www.fitzharrys.oxon.sch.uk/school-life/events-calendar/
https://www.fitzharrys.oxon.sch.uk/school-life/uniform/

