Fitzharrys School
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Tel: 01235 520698
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Head of School: Mr W Speke, BA (Hons)

31 December 2020
Dear parents and carers,
I hope that you and your families had a good Christmas, and that everyone is well.
Following yesterday’s government announcement on the return to school in January, I
wanted to update you on our plans for the return to school from Tuesday 5th January.
As many of you will have read all secondary schools will be carrying out mass testing of staff
and students, and we have been given a week to train and prepare the school for this. We
are supportive of the positive impact that mass testing could have, and we intend to make
best use of the time given to us to ensure we can carry it out effectively.
Therefore, as set out in the government guidance, for the school week commencing the 5th
January (we have an INSET day on Monday 4 th), Fitzharrys will only be open for our
vulnerable students and those whose parents are critical workers. We will then be
welcoming our year 11 and 13 students back into school from the 11 th January. All other
year groups will then be returning from Monday 18th January.
Remote Learning
Whilst students are not in school, we will be providing remote learning to all students. The
remote learning provision will commence on the following dates:
Year group
Year 11 and Year 13
Year 12
Year 9
Year 10
Year 7 and Year 8

Date remote learning
commences
Tuesday 5th January
Tuesday 5th January
Wednesday 6th January
Thursday 7th January
Monday 11th January

Date of return to school
Monday 11th January
Monday 18th January
Monday 18th January
Monday 18th January
Monday 18th January

For the first week of term we have prioritised our exam groups, alongside year 9 who have
missed more school during terms 1 and 2. Whilst year 7 and 8 will not have directed
teaching, their tutor or a member of the pastoral team will be in touch to check in and
prepare students for remote learning.
Remote learning will be in the form of both live lessons and pre-recorded sessions, with
students having a live tutor time each morning. This will be set on E-Praise and will use
Microsoft Teams for live input. This is a further improvement to our existing provision, and
we will be writing to you on Monday 4th January to outline how students can access the
work. Details around the timings of sixth form exams will be communicated early next week.

Critical workers
Critical workers are defined as ‘those who work in health and social care and in other key
sectors’
A full definition and list of critical worker roles can be found at Critical workers and vulnerable
children who can access schools or educational settings - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
If you are a critical worker and your child needs to be in school from the 5 th to the 15th
January, then please let us know by filling in the form for each child at the following link:
January 2021 Critical Worker Notification (office.com)
Please do this by 9am on Monday 4th January. We will then be in touch on that day to
confirm your son/daughter’s provision.
Mass Testing
As a school we will be setting up our own testing centre for ‘lateral flow’ tests. We received
information about the training and organisation of this yesterday evening.
Staff will be carrying out training on mass testing in school early next week, we will then be
setting up our testing centre. Following this, we will then communicate with all parents to let
you know how the testing works and the timing of the testing for different year groups. This
will also include a consent form for all parents, which will need to be completed for your child
to be tested. More details on this will follow next week.
Once mass testing is completed and all students are back in school, we will have a
dedicated testing area at Fitzharrys. This will reduce the number of students who need to
self-isolate if they have been in contact with a confirmed case. We will outline how this
works across the coming weeks.
I appreciate this is a late change to plans for the first two weeks of term, but in a time of
worry, the introduction of mass testing and continued tests in school offers us the chance to
reduce disruption to our students’ education. Alongside the rollout of the recently approved
Oxford COVID-19 vaccine, we hope this means we will be moving back towards some
normality. In the meantime, we will continue to do our very best to educate and keep safe all
of those in our community.
Yours sincerely,

Will Speke
Head of School
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